St James Catholic High School Parent Council
Minutes for 15 November, 2011 Meeting

	Date:          
	Nov. 20, 2011

	Location:    
	St James Catholic High School Library

	Chair:         
	Patti Weir and Viviana Keir

	Secretary
	

	Present:
	Patti Weir, Viviana Keir, Titian Malleau, Juliane von Westerholt
Guest: Constable Kevin Dahl, Tim Yawney

	Regrets
	Val Findlay, Tamara Bondy, Rita Sethi, Maria Ramos

	CC:
	


	ITEM
	Discussions 
	Person Responsible, Action and Target Date

	Welcome
	· Patti welcomed all and thanked Constable Dahl for attending.
	· 

	Prayer 
	· Tim led the group with an opening prayer.
	· 

	Review of minutes from last meeting
	· Last meeting’s minutes were approved.
	· 

	Presentation 
	Police Officer Kevin Dahl – On warning signs in our students, policing in Guelph, bullying, drugs. 
	· Key points
· His role is to be a police presence in the school 

· To make for a safe work environment for students and staff

· To build a child is better than to fix an adult

· He is available for guidance and class discussions on understanding the criminal and youth criminal justice act.

· He looks for unacceptable behaviour, trespassing and altercations.

· The Guelph Police Service website is a great resource for parents.

· He encourages parents to get involved with facebook

· Some recommendations are to have no address or vacation plans on your page and to allow only family and friends you know to have access to your page.

	Newsletter 
	· Currently being printed and will be distributed next Tues, 22 Nov with mid-term reports and pastoral plan.  Tim to advise families by automatic message on Friday. 
· Newsletter will be sent to all Grade 8 families of St. James feeder schools.
	· 

	Staff Breakfast
	· Please note date change: Dec. 1st. Thursday
	· Attendees signed up on the menu sheet.
· Sign up sheet to be circulated via email to those not in attendance. 

	Website
	· Tim advised that for the present the school has reverted to using the current website, which will be updated frequently. 
· It was agreed that school council minutes should be included on the site. 
	· All please review the St James website and consider what might be helpful to include. 
· Tim to coordinate adding the minutes.

	Principal’s Update
	· Tim announced there will be four new credit programs in Sept pending approval:  Physical Education Football program for boys; Dance program for girls; Website/Year Book course; Special High School Major Transportation course. Also looking at a Healthcare/Wellness program down the road.

· Transition/Parent Information nights planned: December 6 for county schools; January for Erin and City schools.

· Grade 9s and 10s to visit Grade 8s at the feeder schools to promote St. James.
· Tim/staff making presentations to county school councils to promote St. James. Three key issues why Grade 8s go on to public high school are:  Transportation, no perceived value for further Catholic education, and open access students are not solicited.
· Chapel Blessing will take place on Wed, Nov 30 at 3:30 pm. – invitations will be sent.

· 
	St. James & Catholic Education to be promoted via the local press – The Wellington Advertiser, Guelph Mercury, Guelph Tribune, Erin Advocate (Viviana has contact). Church bulletins to also be considered.

	Next Meeting
	· Next event the Breakfast on Dec 1st. 
· Next meeting – Jan. 17th, 2012. 
	


